#CanAdapt - Balancing the books on
Canadian climate finance
Climate change is real. We already see its devastating consequences - less in our own
prospering countries than in places where extreme weather impacts the living
conditions of people in their daily fight against poverty: Asia, Africa, the Middle
East, Latin America and the Pacific Islands.
While mitigation is a critical part of the solution to climate change worldwide, the
poorest and most vulnerable countries produce the least amount of greenhouse gas
emissions and have the fewest resources available to adapt. The focus of
international climate change investments in the poorest countries needs to be on
adaptation.
Currently, only about about 16 per cent of global climate finance goes towards
adaptation. A similar imbalance exists in Canada's investments, where the proportion
of international climate change finance channeled towards adaptation appears to be
on the decline.

That is why CARE is calling on the Government of Canada to achieve a
50/50 balance in its international investments in climate change
adaptation and mitigation.

"ONE OF THE GREATEST INEQUALITIES IN THE WORLD IS REFLECTED IN
THE CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF CLIMATE CHANGE, WHICH
THREATENS THE LIVELIHOODS OF BILLIONS OF PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY
WOMEN AND GIRLS."
Wolfgang Jamann, CEO and Secretary General of CARE International

WHAT MUST BE DONE?
Invest at least 50% of present and future climate finance in
adaptation initiatives
Focus on the needs and participation of women small-scale food
producers in adaptation programming and decision making
Publish climate change finance data in a more transparent and
accessible way, including a clear identification of the
communities to be assisted through adaptation interventions

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Tell your MP that you support the 50/50 target
for Canadian climate change finance
Retweet if you agree Canadian
#climatefinance should help ensure the
world’s poor #CanAdapt @CanadaDev
@CARECanada

Sign up for #CanAdapt campaign updates and ways you can help!
Visit care.ca/CanAdapt to learn more

A matter of global justice

A smart, long-term investment

The costs of climate change are expected to rise over time,
with developing countries being expected to bear 87% of those
costs by 2035. The cost adaptation will also rise, reaching as
high as $500 billion USD by 2050. By investing in adaptation
in developing countries now, Canada can have immediate
impacts reduce the costs of confronting climate change later
on.

Climate impacts those that are the least responsible for
causing it hardest. The poorest 1 billion people are
responsible for just 3 per cent of global greenhouse gas
emissions, yet they absorb up to 80% of the costs of climate
change - including through food insecurity, migration,
damages to property and productive assets, and diminished
livelihoods.

A matter of social justice

An opportunity for Canadian leadership

Investing in adaptation can promote gender equality, economic
growth and stability. Small-scale food producers are critical for
stimulating economic growth in the poorest and most
vulnerable regions of the world – making up 85 percent of the
world’s farms, and employing some two-thirds of people in lowand middle-income countries. Women are responsible for more
than three-quarters of all foodstuff in Africa, and direct up to
90% of their income to their families and communities.

Under the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, developed
countries have agreed for financial resources to be
balanced between adaptation and mitigation. In 2015,
Prime Minister Trudeau committed $2.65 billion in climate
finance for the most vulnerable countries. Early indications
show that the proportion of these funds going to
adaptation may be decreasing rather than increasing. A
more balanced Canadian investment could help set an
example for other developed countries to follow.

Climate heroines
For CARE, women small-scale food producers are climate heroines.
These women are hardest hit by climate change, often being the last to eat
when food is scarce, and carrying an increasing burden as climate change
impacts rural livelihoods. They are also critical allies in our efforts to promote
adaptation and resilience, and to help the world’s poorest people withstand the
effects of climate change.
When you invest in women small-scale food producers, you invest in the entire
community. An evaluation of CARE's work with women small-scale food
producers in Bangladesh, India, Malawi, Tanzania, Ghana, and Mali shows a $31
return for every $1 invested, including through increased family incomes,
savings and access to credit and agricultural output - all while building women's
leadership and improving agricultural techniques.

